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Ines shows up shortcoming in capitalism

.i:anr:y Mathieson

MEd Wuarth  was
horn and broagght wp
in Croatia in the
days when i1 was
pirt af the old Comnse-
e Yugoslavin  under
General Tiwe. She now
liwe=s pn Califormia, e
VErY gpirmm_- il wiostern
capitalism, and il sooek
assumplion mugit be thar
the aciress counts her
bic=siizgd i e besem of

[reedom and wealth. Bot
abired it As the pravoca-
Tive ntle ol her all-
siouping, all-daneing sols
show "1 Miss Commu-
aism™ procliaims.  Ines
can se¢ both the benetis
af her old way of Life and
thae liinerations of her new
one, a5 well ns vice-ver
am

The play, which is
hased on er own =xperi-
enses and those of previ-
sud generalions of lher
Mamily, takes o darker
tuen with Iwer return o

Croatia durmng the war
whtch Fal lapwrdd tha
break-up of the [amiliar
old Yugaslavia ol ber
childiead, an infinitely
worse rime than either aof
the polar alternanives she
had alrcody experienced.
Ines's irat taste of the
west carn: i Landen
rather than the USA,
Ag a tecnager she trov-
elled fo thie eary freguent-
I'!.I From the ape of 13, and
maved there after finish-
ing high scloal i Ceoaat-
im. She began ber acling

T

career with Compass
Thentre in  Londom,
where her classic roles

imcluded MNora in Thsen's
“A Doll's Houwse” and
Vanya i Chekov's “The
Cherry Orchard ™,

She moved o Califer-
nia to arterd the Umver-
saly of Californin's Schanl
of Theatre, Film & Tele-
vison, where e Eradu-
ated befare joining the
award-winnng Loo Dis-
trict theatre company. It
wad while warking with
the company that the

seeds of [ Miss Commu-.
[UEM" Wepe 30WI.

“It started io a work- .
shop 1 was involved in,
through the company,™
she explainzd. "They had
arranged  for  Paula
Eillen, wine 12 & premmy fa.
mous o performer
from Chicago, T oome
and work with us. There
were five of us who
signed up for the work-
shap, and the jdea was
that we would each write
o piece thot we then
workshopped with Poula.

“That went on for
theee or four months, and
we came up with & 15-
mannke prece each — ac
tually, mioe was a little
bt lonuger, maylss X min-
utes. All five af us per-
formed them in frone of
an audience of nvited
friends and s an in
someons's  house,  and
pesple just loved wihat
wr dad

“They were sayLig you
Rave 1o keep goung with
this, My agent and my

EEAREPET WEPE Snaray-
g meE bb develip the
show fapther »f ihai
potat, aad [ started 1o do
that "

laitially, Incs combin-
ued b0 meet up with rwn
of the -thupﬂt-
panis, trying oot an
each other to s=¢ what
wionsdd work for their re-
wpeclive projects.  She
coptimued writing for &
year, il resched same-
thimg of am impassc
which was resolved when
she asked a co-wmifer,
Mark Soper, to work wath
ber of the project.

“Ey that stoge, [ bad 30
muchi material thas [ did-
n't peally know wiat o
do with ot,” shee sasd. =A0
tral posal Mark ciswe on
baard. Fle 15 3 very eape-
nencod dramatist ead be
wanted o help me oot
woanse he ecally liked
the marerial, asd be s
sl very oricnbed o his-
tary and palitics, o be
Jried all of et spa ™

They poined foross and

wrode for another veas
refimng and addisg t
the matenal that eveniy
ally emerged as the per-
forming versicg of “I
Mo Uommunism™ The
whale process ram for
arcysd  two-and.a-half
years before it finally
agw the light of day af the
Edieburgh Fringe last
year, whene i1 was well-
received by the orites. A
furtheer 10 snamutes or so
af material has pow been
Addad to the showx

*The basic ides sayed
mech rhe same It.l‘-‘.-l.lg‘l'.
vt all of that,” Taes saad
"Ramcally, the ihew b3
about feeedom, and whas
Freedom really mesns in
the werld. It opeas up ibe
uerica o the aodience
af what is froedom, st
compares liming umder
the rommunist pegime
with capitalizm in Amer-
ica We ull keow bow me-
areted and messed up
M rca £ 50 doame ways
It locks af afl of chis
through fome personsd

fomes, aod it looks of
perscnzl fresdom and
ipiniee] (reedom, and
varenss pocinl and pay-

chological  ssues. Oh,
aod “Dliver Twist" "
oyt

“It wes shoot the oaly
western movie that was
hroeghs 1m0 comemass sl
Tupamlava,™  she exe
plazed =ey theosght it
=3 a condemnation of
il caputalist syem. We
weren T &lliced Ba Bave
mxk wesiern willzenoe,
ard [ goess it was cng of
the few that wxs ap-
proved o be shown It
was g [pvounbe o
3t 3 ked, anc T fagsred
would like to work some
of It it the dbeow ag
well ™

Toes plays 15 charac
wers m the course of the
shive,  aluech dsed Big-
motr, sonp and Jdamce in
tracmg ber purmey from
Crogha to the land of ber
drcams, and ber sobse-
quest realisation that if
wai mol quble a3 dhe

inagised. The play takes
8 darker turn mith ber re-
mum b war-lom Croatia
i the years afler the (ol
af Tiee ma dictater, =ame.
bat a conl ooe”), azd a
pazafel  ceafrentstion
with ber pasi.

*The Mg chamge in
percepoon [of me Camc
aben | Gnally meeeed to
America and saw ihe
chirarede of whal cagiial
iem wat. and mealised
thar it wasmn 85 ezl as
we had heen led 0 be-
liewe,” the alded “in
commenlim the system
providss besic peeds
Mother FOVEITIECDS
ns everything.”

Her career eould Bave
follvared & very dilforen:
path Bad shr opied 3= 3
teemager 0 puarsue ber
gther moger love at that
ime, b0 Eaizng

*I wias a Mansbeeal
sharer a5 a kid," she con-
firmed =1 samed when [
wiard Aol twn, ainad B was
a buge pessioa o oy iife
for meay years, Eveniu-

ally | ;a9 came o ke
eoinl where [ had o de-
cide whether | wes grany
to g0 profesional with if
oF foaizs on @y eduscanon.
Bath of miv parentt ane
antelfecnsals, and whey
were kind of agaics! oy
becomuieg &n athlete — in
i very shoeT career, &-
pectally in ice skatizg,
wlere Fou are  premy
minch done by the me
yum are 2 [ decaded thar
podng o= fo college w4
bl ler ot

“Actuadly. [ was thask:
g of Encorporating
wpetheng rom my we-
skanag i this show Jjos
becayze [ lowe 12 40 musch,
but T don't koow Bow [
il Jo that. TN have to
wait upal we con affiord
0 rRee he productsn
bevels a Jod Bigher!™
& “1 Mixs Commundem”
can e seen 0l the Specs
rraes Cemre, [nveroess
(L 1h Juned, Fasr Graege
Laf, Bizloss (14ih Jume),
andl Crozpellachoe Willage
Hall {17k Jupe;.




